
 

 

 

Village of El Quetzal School Project  
Village Overview 

 

At an elevation of 7,100 feet, the Village of El Quetzal was founded in 1850 by 

families from nearby Santa Eulalia. After a few years it became a municipality. As 

the community grew larger, the municipality was moved to Santa Cruz Yalmoxt 

which is present day Barillas. The remaining families in El Quetzal kept the name 

and it remains one of the oldest villages of the municipality of Barillas.  

 

 
El Quetzal 

 

Located 6 miles from Barillas, El Quetzal is a half hour journey to this beautiful 

village of 280 homes, 300 families and 1,700 residents.   

 

There is an elementary school with 300 students, 12 classrooms and 12 teachers, 

the school also provides education for older children (7th, 8th and 9th grades). In 

2020 the village projects that there will be over 90 students enrolled in the Middle 

school or basico system.  

 



 

 

 

 
Basico in El Quetzal 

 

Classes for the Middle School are taught in the community hall and an improvised 

classroom in the village marketplace.  

 

 

 
One of the classrooms at the local market 

 

Because of the high enrollment in the primary school the older students cannot use 

the main school. The current middle school or Basico in El Quetzal serves students 

from 17 villages. Some students walk over an hour to the school. Supplies and 

equipment are borrowed from the elementary school such as desks and white 

boards.  



 

 

 

 

Villagers say they have a piece of land available to build a school for Basico. 

 

 
Land available to build a school for basico 

 

Villagers make $6.75 for a day of work. When they have work, they average 

$135.00 a month. 

 

Villagers grow corn and vegetables to support their families. Some families must 

leave their families to find jobs in Barillas, USA, Capital and Quetzaltenango.  

 

In El Quetzal most of the villagers have running water and electrical service.  

 

In El Quetzal villagers’ access to limited medical care and there are 4 midwives 

who take care of pregnant women.  

 

There were 8 cases of malnutrition that have been treated in Barillas. 

 

There are 100 families who need a stove as they cook on open fires.  

 
BUDGET 

 

1 School with four classrooms           =       $ 32,000.00 

100 families who need a stove   X    $ 225.00 per stove   =    $ 22,500.00 

Total                                                                                         $ 54,500.00 
 


